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Selecting statistical resources

Look for statistical resources which...

Cover a broad range of topics

Cover these topics consistently from year to year

Cover a significant time period




Government statistics
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= Subject Areas

Subject Area Categories

On This Page

» Inflation & Prices
» Employment
» Unemployment

Governments and intergovernmental organizations collect vast amounts of
information. Many provide excellent statistical publications and web sites
which meet these criteria of comprehensiveness and consistency over time.




Private sector resources
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Businesses also collect and publish statistics. The Library
subscribes to a number of these resources on your
behalf. Statista is one of the research tools we offer.




Find statistics
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RESEARCH GET HELP SERVICES NEWS & EVENTS ABOUT SUPPORT THE LIBRARY

Scholar OneSearch

Search books, articles, videos, more...

Databases A-Z E-Journals A-Z

Archives & Special Digital Repository
Collections Service

Search Help | Browse | Advanced

Library Catalogs + Articles v m

Research Subject Citations &
Guides Bibliographies

Google Scholar WorldCat

There are many
ways to locate
statistics for your
research project.
To begin, look for
Snell Library
Research Guides
in your discipline.




Look for statistics
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Political Science: Data/Statistics/Polls

Search

m Articles and News ’ Data/Statistics/Polls International Affairs GIS and Data Visualization

Federal Government Information Country Information Cltmg Writing, Dissertations

Key Statistical Resources

Selected Statistical Resources

o Statista
Covers a broad range of topics and, as such, is an excellent first place to look for

statistics. Provides infographics, charts, and statistical reports.
» Statistical Yearbook of the United Nations
e Eurostat (European Commission)

o Statistical Abstract of the United States
Continues the Census Bureau's invaluable annual compendium which ceased

publication in 2012. Editions available for 2013 to present.

Many of these Guides provide a
Statistics and Data tab; this example
shows the Data and Statistics
resources on the Political Science
Guide. For further assistance you may
contact the subject librarian identified
on the Guide.




Look for guides to statistical sources

Appendix |

Guide to Sources of Statistics, State Statistical
Abstracts, and Foreign Statistical Abstracts

Alphabetically arranged, this guide contains
references to important primary sources of statistical
Information for the United States and other countries.
Secondary sources have been included if the
information contained in them is presented in a
particularly convenlent form or If primary sources are
not readily available, Nonrecurrent publications
presenting compilations or estimates for years later
than 2005, or types of data not available in regular
series, are also included. Data are also avallable In
press releases.

Valuable information may also be found in state
reports and foreign statistical abstracts, which are

included at the end of this appendix, and in reports
for particular commodities, industries, or similar
segments of our economic and social structures, many
of which are not included here.

Publications listed under each subject are divided into
two main groups: “U.S. Covernment” and
"Nongovernment,” The location of the publisher of
each report is given except for federal agenciles
located in Washington, DC. Most federal publications
may be purchased from the Superintendent of
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office,
Washington, DC, tel. 1-866-512-1800, or at
<http.//bookstore,gpo.gov>, In some cases, federal
publications may be obtained from the issuing agency.

Appendix | Table: Sources of Statistics, State Statistical Abstracts, and Foreign

Statistical Abstracts

Look for sources which identify statistical materials. This example from the
Statistical Abstract of the United States lists statistical guides compiled by
the U.S. government, individual state governments, and foreign countries.




Look for statistical infographics

Political Tension By The Water Cooler
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Statista — Information from the American Psychological Association

Look for statistical
infographics.
Infographics provide a
quick topic overview and
can help a reader
understand more about
your research. Also,
infographics can help you
identify sources for
further statistical
information.

The American
Psychological Association
provided this material

on political tension in the
workplace.



https://Statis.ta

Look in research publications

PewResearchenter

Political Polarization
&Media Habits

From Fox News to Facebook, How
Liberals and Conservatives Keep Up
with Politics

Research publications often provide statistics. Find an
article or report related to your research topic and scan the
text for relevant statistics. Check the citation for the
statistical source used by the authors; you can track down
this source and find additional statistics of interest.




Look in scholarly articles

" Searching: Specific Databases, Show all Choose Databases by Subject

EBSCO political polarization Select a Field (option...

AND ~  statistics Select a Field (option...

AND - Select a Field {option...

Basic Search Advanced Search Search History »

Scholarly articles often contain statistics.

In this library database search for materials on political
polarization, we've added the term statistics to find
scholarly articles with statistical content.




Article with statistics
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This American Sociological Review article on political
relationships in the U.S. Senate contains statistics as shown
iIn the example. The article's bibliography may also provide
additional references to statistical materials.




Look for significant date ranges

Table 430, Participation in Elections for President and U.S. Representatives: 1934
to 2016
(77 997 represants 77 997 000 As of Noverbar, axcegt as noted Estimated resident population 21 years old and over, 1934-70, except
noted and 18 yoars oid and over Bwrealier Inciudes Armed Forces statonad in e U S Prior 1 1958 exciudes Alaska and poor 1o 1
exchudes Hawall Distrct of Columbia s iInciuded in voles cast for President beginming 19

To compare voter participation in U.S. Presidential
elections at 10-year intervals, it's important to find a
reliable source that reports this information consistently
over time. This table from the Statistical Abstract covers
the years from 1934 to 2016.




Look for statistics with related publications

Table 3. Reported Voting and Registration, by Sex and Single Years of Age: Movernber 2074

[In thousands)

Fegion

Division

Total
Fopul ation

Total Citizen
Population

Who Votes? Congressional Elections and

United States

233,874

213,941

Mortheast

Taotal

Tatal 18 vears an d over
18 to 24 years
25 to 44 years
45 to B4 years
E5 to 74 years
Ears an d aver

43,4393
5,146
14,343
15,293
4,345
3.753

39.712
4,692
12,342
14,262
4737
3673
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Context is critical. To understand what the
numbers are telling you, it's helpful to look at
related publications which provide
interpretation and analysis.

merican Electorate: 1978-2014
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