


How do you know if an article you've found is peer reviewed? 

Let's say I'm looking 
at a reference list, 
and find an article 
that looks 
interesting. 



Is this scholarly or peer reviewed? 

The first step is to look for the name of 
the journal. This one is in the Journal 
of Personality and Social Psychology 



Ulrichs Web 

You can use a tool 
called Ulrichs Web 
to find out whether
this is a peer­
reviewed journal. 

From the library website, 
click on Databases A-Z . 

https://Sp~lL____:_....u.wll.laL.1:1eDilSII!D.DL


Ulrichs Web 

From the A-Z list, click
on the letter U. 



Ulrichs Web 

Find Ulrichs Web in the list. 

0 



Ulrichs Web 

Enter the journal title into the 
search box. Use quotes around 
the title to help limit your 
results. 



Ulrichs Web 

You may see multiple listings for the 
print and digital versions of the journal. 
Look to the left of the title for the 
referee shirt symbol. 



Ulrichs Web 

This is the symbol for refereed. 
Refereed means the journal has been 
peer-reviewed. It means it's scholarly. 

If you don't see the shirt, the journal 
is NOT peer-reviewed. If you do see 
the journal is peer-reviewed! 

We can see the symbol next to the 
Journal of Personality and Social 
Psychology. Therefore, this journal is 
peer-reviewed. 



Be careful. .. 

Id) Editorials 

Book Reviews 

f Commentaries 

However, keep in mind that 
not everything published in 
a peer-reviewed journal is 
a peer-reviewed article. 

Academic journals publish 
editorials, book reviews, 
commentaries and short 
other pieces. 



Visual check 

If you are unsure, 
do one last visual 
check. 

The full-text of 
articles will often 
include labels or 
cues that identify 
the text type. 

Also, check the page 
length -- If an article 
is a few pages or less, 
it is most likely not a
peer reviewed article. 
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