
    

   

  
  

   
  

   

   
  

  
   

 

 
 
  

  
    

 
 

   
  

   

  

PRIMARY 
V E R S U S 

REVIEW 
ARTICLES 

COMPARING THE 2 TYPES OF 
PUBLICATIONS 

  rim
 
ary artic

 
les repor

 
t

on original r
 
ese

 
arch

 conducted by the

P

  

 

author team topic or problem

They typically have
methods and results 

sections to describe the 
experiment that was 
done and its outcome 

 Ask yo
 

urself: 

    1.  Did t
 
he author te

 
am

report cond
 
uc

 
ting the

 experiment or research
themselves? 

    2.  D
 
oes th

 
e bulk

 
 of

 the paper detail 
 
the

author
 
s’  own

   orig
 
in

 
a

 
l research

 even if
 
 a

 
 literature

review is included? 

Review a
 
rticles s

 
ynthesiz

 
e

and/or a
 
nalyze p

 
rimary

 research stu
 
die

 
s 

 
already

   conduct
 
ed

 
 on a spec

 
ific

   

A single review article 
will include and 

discuss the methods 
and results of multiple 

primary articles 

Review articles 
typically provide
readers with an 

overview of research 
on a topic or problem 

Ask yourself: 

1. Are multiple studies 
reported on and 

detailed 
in the same paper? 

ASK A LIBRARIAN: 

http://library.northeastern.edu/ask 

http://library.northeastern.edu/ask



