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PUBLIC 
V E R S U S 

PRIVATE 
COMPANIES 

COMPARING THE 2 TYPES OF BUSINESSES 

    A pub
 
lic

 
 company is

 owne
 
d by shar

 
eholders

and publicly traded. 

A private company is not 
traded on the stock 

exchange and may be 
owned by one person, a 

group, or a family. 

Public companies will 
have ticker symbols, 

which can be used to find 
information about the 

company. 

Examples: 
Microsoft MSFT 
Whole Foods WFMI 

    Private com
 
pa

 
nies may be

large or small.  

Examples: 

•   Mars,  In
 
c.  (ñth largest

private co
 
mpany)

•  Tanimura &  An
 
tle

(family-owned business) 

Public companies traded in 
the United States are required 
to file detailed reports with 
the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, such as annual 

10-K reports and interim 
reports 

Private companies may not 
divulge financial information 

so you may need to find 
information in financial, local 

and trade news sources. 

   Resources
 
 for public

company research: 

  MarketLi
 
ne Adva

 
ntage

Business Source
Complete
Edgar

 Osiris

   Resources 
 
for private

company research: 

•  PrivCo

•   Business Source
Complet

•  
e

Merg
 
ent Int

•  
ellect

-------- Wall Street Journal

ASK A LIBRARIAN: 

http://library.northeastern.edu/ask 

https://link.ezproxy.neu.edu/login?url=https://new.marketline.com/Account/IPAccessLogin
https://link.ezproxy.neu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,sso&profile=ehost&defaultdb=bth&custid=s5071636
https://www.sec.gov/edgar.shtml
https://link.ezproxy.neu.edu/login?url=https://osiris.bvdinfo.com/ip
https://link.ezproxy.neu.edu/login?url=https://system.privco.com/academic
https://link.ezproxy.neu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,sso&profile=ehost&defaultdb=bth&custid=s5071636
https://link.ezproxy.neu.edu/login?url=http://www.mergentintellect.com
https://www.wsj.com/Northeastern
http://library.northeastern.edu/ask



